[Constrictive pericarditis: an early diagnosis?].
The authors report a case study of a 73-year-old male, with signs of right-sided heart failure with 6 months of evolution. It was constrictive pericarditis, without radiologic, echocardiographic and magnetic resonance imaging manifestations, diagnosed on the basis of the clinical situation and hemodynamic evaluation during cardiac catheterization. The authors suggest that the lack of imagiologic manifestations might have been the result of an early diagnosis, before the development of the classic picture. Pericardiectomy, performed with success, was followed by resolution of the heart failure. It was not possible, histologically, to draw conclusions about the etiology. The development of mitral regurgitation after pericardiectomy has enriched this case with an unusual, but previously described, complication of this type of surgery.